This paper is about the impact that a global situation can have on a locality: the effects of the refugee crisis on the city of Calais in France. Because of the AngloFrench border, many migrants are stuck in Calais for months or even years, waiting to be able to pass through. Undocumented and without any means of subsistence, their living conditions are very difficult.
This change generated a situation where many refugees that cannot go through to Britain remain in Calais for months or even years in order to attempt the passage. Without other means of support than what the NGOs can give, they live in informal settlements, called "jungles" or in squats, in very difficult conditions. Furthermore, it is important to know that most of these exiles are in a legal gray area. Many do not have a residence permit in order, which would allow them access to the labor market or to be supported as asylum seekers. However, they are not deportable either as they come from countries at war or that have not signed deportation agreements with the French authorities: Iraq, Syria, Afghanistan, Sudan, Somalia, and Eritrea...
Since the Arab revolutions of 2011 and even more since the "refugee crisis" of 2015, the number of migrants has risen sharply. In this paper, we will look into some political reactions to this situation, marked by very strong tensions.
To be more precise, we will look particularly into the phenomena of vigilantism against migrants. Vigilantism is the phenomenon in which "citizens" take charge of their safety or even justice themselves, without going through institutions such as the police and judiciary courts, outside of legality, considering the action of the security forces as inadequate 1 .
This paper focuses on the development of an extreme right vigilantism against migrants. Several groups call for action against the refugees. We will focus in this paper on the "Sauvons Calais" group, which aims to
defend Calais against what they call the "migratory invasion". It repeatedly calls for direct action against migrants, organizing demonstrations, sit-ins, and patrols. At the same time attacks on far-left activists and migrants multiply, even though they cannot be formally linked to the collective.
For us, the development of this type of group is a good example of what can happen around borders in a context of exacerbated tensions and economic crisis, as populism is developing. This article aims to document finely and in an ethnographic way its creation, its actions and its interactions with the population of Calais.
I. Calais, a "hot spot" for refugees

A. The situation of the refugees
The first episode of the series of events that led to the situation as we One of its main measures is the removal of border controls at the entry of Britain, putting them into French territory instead (we have to remember that Britain is not part of the Schengen area). It is therefore situated at the entrance of the port of Calais and of the Eurotunnel in
Coquelles, a few kilometers from Calais. This change will be responsible to a great extent for the current situation at the border 2 . The border has since been reinforced by many safety devices, making the passage much more difficult for migrants. In consequence, refugees are increasingly stuck on the French side, creating a population in "storage " 3 . In addition, refugees have no means of subsistence, struggling to dress or to feed, living only through the help of NGOs.
There is also strong pressure on migrants: law enforcement agencies in some way to the call of the mayor of Calais, but also inciting to act against migrants to "Save Calais ".
This group, composed of a core of about twenty activists can gather up to hundreds of people in anti-migrant demonstrations. Early in our field research, we made the assumption that Sauvons Calais was a pure fascist militia. After a stint in the field, with a series of interviews, but direct observations of their actions, it rather seems that Sauvons Calais is a collective whose character is hybrid, between the social movement and the militia.
The two trends come together in an episode on which we will focus : the mobilization against the Coulogne squat in February 2014.
We went several times to Calais in the spring of 2015, in March and June. We opted for a qualitative methodology, permitting detailed analysis, in an ethnographic way, in order to analyze in detail the motivations, words and actions of the actors we met.
The backbone of our investigation is fifteen interviews with various actors, between 20 mn and 1:30, depending on the availability and the propensity to speak of people we met.
It is complemented by a thematic analysis of the contents published on the Facebook page of Sauvons Calais over a two month period, as well as direct observation of the group's press conference on 7 June 2015.
These additional elements allow us to better understand the political
The survey is part of a larger project on the emergence of vigilantism in France. Interviews are recorded when people wish to remain anonymous. If the interviewees accept, they are filmed. It should also be noted that interviews are sometimes made in difficult conditions. Some people, including refugees, are reluctant to talk to us, as they fear reprisals. Thus, we distinguish five "groups" of profiles that correspond more or less to the list of actors detailed above. For instance, we encountered difficulties to interview members of Sauvons Calais, which are quite suspicious of people they don't know personally. At first, Kevin Rêche, leader of the group, did not wish to meet with us and our email contact requests remained unanswered. Then several appointments that we could make with some of the group's activists were canceled at the last minute.
In the end, we managed to get a long interview with Michael Paepe, senior member of the group, and local leader of the Parti de la France 12 .
He is older and more politically mature than the rest of the activists. We Agius, first deputy mayor of Calais (Les Republicains, conservative). We also met two migrants, Abdul and Hassan, victim of assaults by far-right activists. These interviews were difficult to conduct because of the language barrier and the context, as they were made in the middle of a jungle.
The state prefecture did not respond to our requests for interviews.
To conclude, we will say that our field research was guided by two perspectives. The first was to make a sociography of the group in order to better understand its action but also its ideology. The second was to consider it through the particular perspective of vigilantism as a form of activism, but also of political violence. We favored this approach initially.
We quickly realized that the nature of this group was more complex, mixing vigilantism and social movement features to satisfy an objective:
the imprisonment and deportation of refugees all throughout the Calais region.
Let us recall that vigilantism lies not only violent in action, but also in the implementation of its threat and the ways it is publicized. This provides it with a social existence and visibility that goes far beyond simple acts of coercion. This dimension applies very well to the calls for self-justice posted on the Facebook page of Sauvons Calais 14 .
B. Ideology an claims of the group
In order to have a better idea of the physiognomy of the collective, we will start by studying its ideology and its claims. We will begin with elements collected on the internet site of Sauvons Calais, the interview conducted with Michael Paepe, but mostly with the press conference of (New York, Vol. 6, No. 4 Jul., 1974) , pp. 541-570 15 L'Oeuvre française is a far right organization claiming its Petainism. It was dissolved in August 2013 after the assassination of the young antifascist Clement Meric by skinheads. Despite its dissolution for its "battle group" activities, it remains very active politically under the "Jeune Nation" label.
imaginary terms, they embody the figure of the enemy. Terms such as "invasion" and "colonization" are used very regularly in the speeches to label them. The situation in Calais is described as an "abscess". Yvan
Benedetti speaks of migratory submersion, which would lead to an apocalyptic future not only for the city, but for the whole of France.
According to them, the government does not allow the police to do its job, which would explain the situation. There would be a lack of political will from the state which would justify vigilantism. Examples given repeatedly are the regular assault of truckers by refugees trying to board their trucks. On the longer term, the perspective would be to organize the "remigration" of non-European populations: in order to "protect the French."
According to Yvan Benedetti, this mass deportation would avoid suffering to the "uprooted" migrants but also to the "indigenous populations". He also proposes to cut social benefits for foreigners because it "creates an artificial aid" and would contribute to the launching of "an immigration pump." Concerning the situation in Calais, these claims materialize in a specific project: lock up all migrants in a closed camp. In the interview he granted us, Michael Paepe said that there should be no difference between undocumented migrants and legal asylum seekers in order to avoid "generating confusion." Moreover, for Sauvons Calais activists, self-defense committees should support government forces to implement the camp, not hesitating to denounce and arrest the migrants in order to lock them up.
Given this set of claims, it seems that Sauvons Calais is a group with fairly consistent goals: the imprisonment and deportation of all migrants of the Calais region. In order to do this popular mobilization and especially vigilantism are the tools that its members plan to use in order to achieve their goals. We will now discuss a concrete action of the group: the siege of the Coulogne squat which seems rather emblematic of Sauvons Calais methods of action. 
C. The siege of the Coulogne squat
According to the newspaper
III. Analysis of the action of the group
A. Between right-wing social movement and vigilantism
After having presented concrete elements of the ideology and actions of the group we gathered on the field, in this part, we will try to analyze the different actions of the group, but also to explore its complex relationship with the government.
Early in our field research, we made the assumption that Sauvons Calais was a fascist movement and purely a militia. After our research, it rather seems that it is a collective whose character is hybrid, at the crossroads between social movement and militia.
Its objective is the establishment of a camp for migrants, including those with papers (asylum seekers) and those who are not deportable. Its structure counts fifteen to twenty young activists of the extreme right, many of which feature a "skinhead" look. The group is structured around Kevin Rêche, aged 21.
Its actions are held on three fronts: 1 / The first is the social movement front. The goal is to mobilize the population against migrants. Here is a list of actions undertaken by the group:
-Setting up a Facebook page denouncing migrants. Very popular, it spreads "information" about the situation and calls for mobilization. It counts 20,000 likes (people following the page). It has been accused of promoting racial hatred: there are many calls to diverse hate crimes posted on the page.
-Organization of petitions against refugee squats.
-Organization of events giving visibility to the claims of Sauvons Calais:
for example the demonstration of 7 September 2014, with many
French far-right groups (PTO, Identity Network, Young Nation).
-Mobilization against the squat in Coulogne: Organization of a "sit-in"
with the inhabitants of Coulogne (suburban Calais) to push out the squatters. It merges with vigilante activity.
2/ The second set of actions concerns vigilantism: A series of activities of Sauvons Calais intersects the activities of more traditional militias, "security assignments ", but also attacking social movements related to refugees. Here is a list of vigilante actions:
-Calls for the denunciation of squats on the Facebook page. that is written bigger than the names of the candidates might hint towards that hypothesis, as thousands will see the slogan in electoral booths. Yet,
we cannot be categorical about this hypothesis at this stage of our fieldwork.
B. A cloudy relationship with law enforcement agencies
What also strikes us in our investigation is the cloudy and ambiguous relationship between the group and the authorities. Calais to do the job that the police could not legally do.
Here are some elements of analysis of the relationship between the group and the government. Speaking of straight forward outsourcing of policing to Sauvons Calais would not make sense because the police have very little tolerance for public demonstrations of the group. On the other hand, the vigilante activities are not being repressed, giving the impression of "laissez-faire" in a context where the action of the police is sometimes impossible for legal or political motives. It is for these reasons that we will rather talk about a cloudy and complex relationship with the police and local officials.
Conclusion: a group that matters in Calais
In a context of exacerbated social conflict related to the special situation of Calais, Sauvons Calais is a group that adopts a particular strategy. Politically, it is part of the lineage of historical fascism, as its main claim is the establishment of concentration camps and the 21 « Des No Border sans frontière », (Gisti, Paris, 2015/1 n° 104), p. 9-13. deportation of migrants. Its activity is at the confluence of a right wing social movement and a militia.
We can also note that this group is an interesting object of study because its action has an ability to mobilize parts of the Calais public. Its appeal is real, although being mostly on the Internet, with the exception of the episode of Coulogne, which leads to an intense street mobilization and is followed over a long period (a fortnight of daily demonstrations).
Similarly, its calls for the denunciation of squats but also to individual action against refugees have met some success as we have seen. On a similar note, the demonstrations gather successfully hundreds of participants, with the limit that they principally aggregate radicalized farright militants coming from all over France, and are very often banned by the prefecture.
Despite some limitations such as very poor public image and the banning of many of its demonstration, Sauvons Calais action has been met with some success. It helped give visibility to vigilantism in France, but also to make Calais a focus point for a big part of the radical far right.
Understanding the dynamics of this group is important because in France, in the context of the refugee crisis as well as increasing communitarian tensions, it is not impossible that such groups start multiplying on the whole French territory. 
